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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 1st DECEMBER 2025

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters

In attendance
One member of the public was in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies - Councillor Corinne Dennis, Councillor Ralph Hudson, Councillor Adrian Parsons. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: Cllr H Budge – item 10.1 (viii) and (x).
                                                    Cllr L. Fishleigh – item 10.4 (iii).    
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
The member of the public did not wish to speak. 

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 3rd November 2025 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr C. Walters with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 3rd November 2025 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
None.

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA25/07912 – Land to the South of Coads Green and to the West of the B3257 – Proposal prior notification of agricultural or forestry development for: The construction of an agricultural general purpose building – withdrawn – this was noted for information.

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None.

8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To consider / agree the letter compiled to distribute to all residents of North Hill Village: 
Resolved that with the exception of “information” being altered to “correspondence” the letter was agreed and would be distributed to all residents of North Hill.  The letter would also be placed on the website and facebook.  
8.2     To note for information a letter of thanks has been sent to Elsie Crane for the playing of the cornet on the 9th November at North Hill Parish Council’s Remembrance Service:  
This was noted for information.   
8.3     To receive an update from one Councillor in relation to North Hill Parish’s emergency planning procedures:
This matter would be deferred to the next meeting as Cllr R. Hudson was not present.  
8.4     To note for information CIL funds can be donated to support play areas owned by village halls and not the Parish Council:  
A brief discussion took place as the clerk confirmed CIL funds could be donated towards the maintenance of Coads Green Village Hall play area and it was the general consensus that this should be offered.  
Resolved that the matter would be listed for further consideration on the next agenda for 5th January 2026.
8.5     To note for information debris under the bridge at Bathpool was reported on the 9th November 2025: 
This was noted for information.  
8.6     To review / resolve to update North Hill Parish Council’s Complaints Procedure:  
Councillors confirmed they had read the updated Complaints Procedure.
Resolved that the updated Complaints Procedure was agreed and would be placed on the website for public information.  
8.7     To review / agree all meeting dates for 2026 and agree alternative dates for April and May 2026:  
The clerk detailed that Monday 6th April was Easter Monday and Monday 4th May was a bank holiday, and both needed to be changed.
Resolved that the dates for 2026 were agreed on the 1st Monday of the month with the exception of April which would take place on Tuesday 7th April and May when the Annual Parish Meeting would take place on Tuesday 5th May.  The Chairman would book the village hall.  
8.8     To note for information the estimated costs for waste cleansing services for dog bin emptying at £694.10 plus VAT for 2026/2027:  
This was noted for information.
8.9     To note for information the LMP grant award for cutting of the footpaths for 2026-27 is estimated at £674.57:
This was noted for information. 
8.10   To consider / resolve whether to request Highways put a 30mph sign at Middlewood as requested by residents:  
It was debated and agreed that to walk around Middlewood was hazardous.  There was no 30mph speed limit in place which meant any reduction to 20mph within the roll out would not take place.  Many residents of the hamlet had previously expressed their concerns and one resident was recently close to being knocked over.  One Councillor confirmed there were six blind corners between Middlewood and Berrio Bridge.  
Resolved that one Councillor would speak with residents as it was believed there had historically been a petition signed by all residents.  The lack of speed management would be considered at item 8.12 when discussion would be held regarding North Hill Parish Council submitting an expression of interest to CAP for a specific highways improvement.  
8.11   To consider / resolve any response to Cornwall Council’s email “Call for larger sites”:
The Chairman read out the email received from Cornwall Council which was requesting identification of larger sites in the Local area which had to potential location, suitability, and viability to be considered for planning.  
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council did not know of any suitable sites and no further correspondence was required. 

One member of the public left the room.  

8.12   To consider / resolve submitting an expression of interest to the CAP for a Community Highways improvement by the deadline of 27th February 2026:
Debate took place regarding the submission of online expressions of interest for the Community Highways Improvement Programme.  Double yellow lines outside the entrance to North Hill Village Hall were required, also speeding restrictions at Bathpool however the general consensus was that the lack of speeding restrictions at Middlewood was the most hazardous and this should be prioritised.  
Resolved that the clerk would contact Highways to confirm if submission to the Community Highways Improvement Plan was required in relation to the potential implementation of speed restrictions at Middlewood.  

9.          TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
No updates.  

One member of the public returned to the room. 

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for November 2025 and to receive November 2025 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard November, dd)
ii) £703.12 (Lena Batten, November Salary)
iii) £149.87 (Lena Batten, November NI and tax)
iv) £43.64 (room rent) 
v) £17.99 (Lena Batten, Amazon, paper)
vi) £30.00 (Western Web, renewal of domain for email)
vii) £43.20 (Western Web, renewal of cloud email account)
viii) £480.00 (Martin Budge, cutting of church yard 2025)  
ix) £313.20 (Whitehill, noticeboard for Congdon’s Shop) 
x) £1010.00 (Martin Budge, cutting of North Hill Play area)
xi) £128.47 (Kompan Ltd, quarterly play area inspection November 2025).
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr L. Fishleigh with all in favour.  Cllr H. Budge abstained. 
10.2    Receipts:  
None.
10.3   To receive November 2025 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 30th November 2025 £21,307.97. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr L. Fishleigh as correct and the Chairman signed the bank statement.  

Cllr L. Fishleigh left the room whilst consideration was given to the grant applications.

10.4   To consider / resolve grant applications received by the date of this meeting:
i) Coads Green Methodist Church £500.00 – 
A discussion took place in relation to how many graveyards they were responsible for and the amount North Hill Parish Council had contributed in 2024.  
Resolved that £300.00 be awarded for the ongoing upkeep and maintenance of the graveyard at Coads Green.  The clerk would confirm the amount via email.
ii) Teylu Theatre Company £500.00 – 
Debate took place regarding Teylu Theatre Company and what the funds were reported to be used for.  It was unanimously felt that Teylu Theatre Company was not based in the North Hill Parish and subsequently had access to other Parish grants.
Resolved that the clerk would email the applicant to inform them that with regret, North Hill Parish was a small Parish with limited precept and had to prioritise therefore their application had not been successful. 
iii) Coads Green Village Hall £1000.00 – 
Consideration was given to the application which detailed a breakdown of what the funds were being requested for.  £300 for the fuel for the cutting of the park and field and the remaining towards the installation of a new basketball court.  One Councillor confirmed how much had been given last year in 2024.   
Resolved that £300.00 would be awarded for the fuel and also £200.00 towards the installation of a new basketball court.  Therefore a total of £500.00 would be awarded.  It was also agreed that the matter of the new basketball court be listed for further discussion at the next meeting to be held in January 2026 as North Hill Parish Council would like to make a donation of funds from the CIL allowance towards this and had confirmed that this was an acceptable expenditure.  Proposed by Cllr D. Daniells, seconded Cllr C. Walters with all in favour.  

Cllr L. Fishleigh returned to the room.
  
One member of the public left the room.   

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for November 2025 proposed by Cllr R Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Walters with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall confirmed that North Hill Parish Council was currently two thirds of the way through the financial year, and 69% of the budget had been spent when it should be 67% so it was just a fraction over.  

12.    To review monthly RAG:
12.1 The Monthly RAG sheet was sent to Councillors for information:
Highways regarding the dangerous parking on the junction into North Hill Village Hall – it was confirmed there was no update.  It was agreed that all Parish Council’s would shortly be asked for expressions of interest from Network Highways Funding and yellow lines could be considered – following the conversation regarding the speeding concerns in Middlewood this item would be removed from the RAG.
Hedgerows – It was agreed the main B3254 between Butternell Mill and the Bathpool turning need to be prioritised, also the hedge running down the right between North Hill and Trebartha.  The clerk forwarded this onto highways who reported that letters were being sent to land owners who had not yet cut back their hedges.  It was further concluded that other areas of concern were the Bathpool junction to the end of Lawns Lane and North Hill Village to Trebartha along the right hand side.  The clerk would report these to highways.  Hedges would remain on the RAG.  Cllr H. Budge would also take a picture of the excessive water which freezes in winter causing hazardous driving conditions and send to the clerk.  The clerk would pass this onto Highways.   

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Cornwall will receive a new Kernow Industrial Growth Fund worth £30 million over the next two financial years. The announcement was made today in Chancellor of the Exchequer Rachel Reeves’ Budget speech. The new £30m funding is for Cornwall to invest in areas such as critical minerals, renewable energy and marine innovation. It is a noticeably smaller amount than Cornwall has received from the Government’s Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF) over the past three years, which is coming to an end in March. We are told this plays a key role in our Industrial Strategy, which commits to harnessing regional strengths. Cornwall is also vital to the Government’s new Critical Minerals Strategy, with its significant lithium deposits. It’s becoming clear we are going to have to get used to working with less money coming back to the Duchy from central Government.
In what is being seen as win for Cornwall it has been revealed that there will be no Devon and Cornwall deal and that Cornwall is likely to be granted a bespoke devolution deal by the Government. This has been confirmed in a letter to Cornwall Council's senior leadership by community’s secretary Steve Reed, MP. Any designation would be subject to Royal Assent of the English Devolution and Community Empowerment Bill and parliamentary approval of the necessary secondary legislation, before unlocking the powers and functions available at that level of the Devolution Framework and starting Cornwall on its journey to deeper and wider devolution. The Government will provide further detail on future strategic authority designations in due course."
Recent updates from the Cabinet meeting are below.
•	Supporting Families
A major achievement has been the reduction of families with children placed in Bed & Breakfast accommodation. Under the previous administration, around 50 families were in such housing. Today, that figure stands at zero—ensuring better living conditions for vulnerable families.
•	Affordable Housing
Work is underway to restore the delivery of affordable homes in Cornwall to 1,000 houses per year. This follows a decline in recent years, where numbers fell below 700 annually. The Cabinet reaffirmed its commitment to meeting housing needs and improving access for residents.
•	Farms Estate Policy
A clear pledge has been made not to sell any land from the Council’s farms portfolio. While farm buildings may still be sold where appropriate, the land itself will remain under Council ownership—safeguarding valuable assets for the future.
•	Broadband Connectivity
Cornwall once enjoyed some of the fastest broadband in the UK thanks to European funding. However, without continued investment, coverage has slipped behind. The Cabinet acknowledged this challenge and is working on improvements, including a pilot project with GWR to deliver faster connectivity on trains.
•	Climate Commitment
Cornwall Council remains committed to tackling climate change. The carbon neutrality target has been reset to 2045—not as a step back, but as an honest reflection of the scale of the challenge. The Council continues to implement measures to reduce emissions and promote sustainability.

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
Emergency Planning – deferred from this meeting.
CIL Spend – deferred from this meeting.

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 5th January 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.11pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

